COAHPERD LOBBYIST REPORT			February 23, 2011
Rick Metz, lobbyist
	My time at the capitol has been dominated by HB 1069.  Representatives from the HEAL, healthy eating active living, coalition (a group of advocates for physical education and physical activity which COAHPERD is a partner) have been gathering and organizing material that supports physical activity in schools.  We have testified at the House education committee, lobbied on the House floor and are preparing to do the same on the Senate side.  There are other important issues which the group is working on but HB 1069 is at the top of our list and is taking the most time.  Senator Aguilar will present the bill to the Senate Education or Health and Human Services committee.  Representative Fields and Representative Massey did a great job of promoting the bill in the House Education committee where the bill passed with a vote of  12 (yes) to 1(no).  They were joined by Representative Todd on the House floor as each spoke convincingly about the benefits of the bill and it passed the House with an overwhelming (yes) voice vote.
	The budget deficit is constantly on the minds of all legislators.  As you know, education budget cuts are being examined every day at the capitol.  The impact to our Colorado school districts will be large.  It is extremely important to take the advice of our COAHPERD president, Dr. Sue Barnd.  She is asking all physical educators to promote their programs.  We must show decision makers that we teach quality physical education, we are an important part of physical activity opportunities for students in Colorado schools and we can be a vital component in an education program that promotes a long term healthy, active, productive lifestyle.  Increasing physical activity in Colorado’s schools has many benefits.  Better student attendance, better academic performance, a higher level of health and wellness, less disruptive behavior and happier learners in our schools are all results of an educational system that embraces physical education and physical activity during the school day.  I urge you to contact your legislators and express your support of HB 1069.  I have included the HB 1069 fact sheet which is one of the documents used by the HEAL coalition lobbyists when we speak with legislators.
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Concerning Physical Activity Expectations in Schools
HB11-1069: Representatives Massey, Fields ___________________________________________________________________
Please Vote YES on HB11-1069
What HB1069 Will Do: 
· The bill requires all public elementary schools provide students with 600 minutes of physical activity a month, which breaks down to the equivalent of 30 minutes a day or 300 minutes a month for part time students.

· Physical activity may include, but is not limited to: recess, exercise programs, fitness breaks, field trips that include physical activity, classroom activities that include physical activity and physical education classes.

· The State Board of Education is also encouraged to include in the school performance report information concerning each school district’s and each public school’s incorporation of physical activity in the school day.

Why Vote YES on HB1069:
· Between 2003 and 2007 Colorado’s child obesity national ranking dropped from 3rd leanest to 
23rd and the number of obese 10-17 year olds rose from 48,000 to 72,000. 

· According to a study released in January 2011 by the Society of Actuaries, the total economic cost of overweight and obesity, caused by increased need for medical care and lost productivity, in the US is $270 billion per year. 

· Ensuring access to physical activity in elementary schools will help combat childhood obesity and improve academic achievement. 

· Healthy children are more likely to be engaged learners, do better in school, have improved attendance and are less likely to have behavioral problems inside and outside the classroom.

· Requiring all schools to report information about the availability and nature of physical activity in schools will give policymakers and parents valuable information about our children’s access to physical activity in schools. 
· A recent poll reported that 86% of voters indicated that they would support requiring 30 minutes of physical education each day in Colorado’s schools.  This support extended across all geographic regions of the state, across partisanship, gender, age, education level, income and ideology.

Your YES Vote on HB11-1069 Will Help Children Succeed In the Classroom and Out 
Contacts: Reilly Pharo: reilly@coloradokids.org or 303.919.7461 // Erin Silver: erin@bswpolicy.com or 303.921.2402

Supporters: 
Colorado Public Health Association
The Colorado Health Foundation
[bookmark: _GoBack]Colorado Children’s Campaign 
Colorado Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance
Playworks
Public Health Nurses Association of Colorado
Colorado Local Public Health Officials
National Association of Social Workers—Colorado Chapter
The Colorado League of Charter Schools
Colorado Council of Social Studies 
Colorado Behavioral Health Council 
LiveWell Colorado
American Diabetes Association 
Colorado Dietetic Association
Colorado Association of School Nurses
Colorado Parent Teacher Association – CO PTA
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