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Rick Metz, lobbyist

I hope that all Colorado health educators, physical educators, recreation leaders and dance educators will be attending the 2011 COAHPERD conference this Saturday on the Metro State College campus in Denver.  Included in the wide variety of sessions offered, I will be presenting a session with Terry Jones (CDE) and Clint Naegel (COAHPERD) entitled “What’s going on at the capitol?”.  Please join us as we explain the different roles each organization plays during the legislative process.  We will be sharing information about “how a bill becomes a law”, legislative history of successful bills, vetoes, the network of organizations that support our causes as well as a discussion about HB 1069 and the impact on physical activity in Colorado.  We look forward to talking with you at the conference.

The work at the capitol continues with “network” meetings focusing on the strategy of addressing the State School Board’s agenda items in December.  I serve on a work group exploring the health, nutrition and physical education/physical activity survey questions asked all school districts.  The challenge is convincing the board members to rewrite the questions without changing the format.  The desired outcome is more meaningful data.  I will keep you informed as we get closer to December.  I am also partnering with Susanna Morris from the American Heart Association and exploring the possibility of securing a high school physical education requirement.  The State School Board has the power to make a requirement but we have an uphill battle with this effort.

Please support your professional organization by becoming a member and attending the conference this weekend.  The strength of COAHPERD is noticed at the capitol.  Legislators know who we are and they know we have dedicated physical educators teaching quality physical education to Colorado students.  It is important to be a promoter of your program, involved with the decision making in your school district and educated about the political process in Colorado.
